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was that most of the old barracks were condemned, and the
construction of many new barracks was begun. There were
also numerous structures undertaken for civil purposes, and
of these buildings some will be mentioned presently.

From his antecedents and by the political situations which
he had held, Frere was well fitted to deal successfully with the
Native States and Chiefs of the Deecan. Indeed he was more
highly qualified in that respect than any Governor since the
days of Mountstuart Elphinstone. This great territorial class,
comprising many members of different ranks, from the head of
a considerable principality to the petty chieftain with a few
acres, has not yet been, and perhaps never will be, in a satisfac-
tory condition. The lesser nobility still look back wistfully
towards the departed splendour of Mahratta rule. As a man of
this class rides over the Deecan and thinks of all that his
ancestors enjoyed there, contrasting it with the narrow oppor-
tunities of the present, he begins to

" Feel like one who treads alone
Some banquet hall deserted,
Whose lights are fled, whose glories dead."

Such moody reflections, over decay which cannot be arrested
must lead to discontent. But even in the Native States of the
South Mahratta country which are well preserved, the embers of
trouble are always smouldering. Still some good can be done
among them all by a popular Governor, and that was thoroughly
effected by Frere. They fully recognized the kindliness of his
dealings and the benevolence of his aims. On his departure
they presented to him an address, which without any flattery,
or any attempt to ascribe to the British Government merits
which could hardly be evinced under the circumstances, exactly
stated the measures which he had taken or striven to take for
their benefit. They specially adverted to Ms efforts to provide
suitable instruction for their sons, and as a memorial of him
they endowed twenty scholarships in an institution established
for the education of young Native noblemen.

Education was a subject in which Frere took a liberal and